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| met Tatiana Bilbao for breakfast at my spartiment on
a cobd January morning. In the background, the ususl
stream of sirens from emergency vehicles tore down
Sevanth Avenue al intervals of about thisty minutes
Bilbaa and | had met several times in both Mexico
City and New York, but this was the first opportuni-
ty to have & praper eomversation about har practice
The main themes that smerged from our discussion
are close to my own interests and preccoupations: the
relativistic maaning of materiats and forms, the impar-
tance of built architecture over papsr architeciure, the
problem of fashion and style. Bilbao has built projacts

Interview with architect Tatiana Bilbao

i many countries and mamtains an office in Eurcpa,
but we focused mainly on her work in Moxico.

My father, an archeact, told me mamy paars age
that the work of the architect is essentially problern-
solving, and it's trua that our corversation mastly took
tha form af describing the problem at the heart of &
commisson, lollowed by a descraption of Bdbao's of-
tan surprising sohution, | cama to realize she is one of
the rare practiticnsrs to maintsin & coitical view of the
state of the profession while ol the same tims build-
g o successful practice on @ set of values separate
from the mainaiream, Bilbao dossn't aeek o be o lead-
ar, ko proselytize, or to clasm some kind of movement
ar styba. Sha just practces, designa, and builds, at all
seales: houses, cubiural facilifies, public howsing, of
buidings. If she seems to be leading by sxample it is
bacause othars have chosen fo follow har

— Terence Gower

Terurss Guuvens: Lust yaar | bl disnar at
Viajsntm, # fartastic matsurant in Fast
Lonclon, wihans the chat sssmad 1o ba
sl sstuly by thes propetios of his
ingrmdients—flavors, cofors, taxtures—
ra

wican, gnthy giuichi by

LIy on pagar i's Hol a
tha case of san, | rasdy

nebimyad, parheps with same v co
whruction technalogy wa hadn't warked
with bafara.

Ta: S0 let's hear the sakution you come

#n wihat | rescogniza in your practics s an
mrchitect.

Tatinnn Bilbac: That coulkd be an neou-
rato description...

vo: Lot's stan with ane of your fmvarits
frojacts.

To: Oy, A fow years ago @ obent
Cama 1o 399 M 10 dedign & country
hoaite 1o ba built 0t Loke Chapais, near
Guadalsjara. She wanted o good size
heuts, sround 300 axen maters, with
il thes uisunl faciitios ~ throa hadraoms,
bathrooms, acetera —but the budgat
weins arung 120,000, Tha snsinst
response would have bean 1o say. “Ho

rerte sty o do this,”
st irt 1hon chall
wrajuce, with s
taticane

af fakirg oo
a il

wa: Hinetyine parcsst af architocts
vl haym wilkned sy sight thane
Wit mode vou stay?

TE: Architmcture orby sxinte whan i
2 built. We should do everything in
o ot o srchmts 1o bistd—

ap with i piasible Lask!

T We nended to build the house with
wmaterial that was neartsy, pleeidul,
and very inex penstee, 30 we chose io
e the scill on the site an remmed-oarth
conetruction

To: Oid you consider adaba?

tu= Rammad-sarth |s similar 1o sdokbe

th il b
F—
in & gealogicad diag

wary Baautiful o phie
ik

mantiary lrpam

TB: Yea, we added pigment to acceriu-
Lt g 1o bl of 8 Teet to
Krvngs Shs sEructzins wl s biman seals
Windows and dooes wern custom-made
in ewactly on

aba 1

Ta: Sal can qrast satisd
tian in hitting on the nght salusion in
these realty challenging sHustions.

T8 in the project | just described, the
salution cama cut of the type of con
truction we umad, | often tailor my
projects to the specific skills af the

dowr 1 just man
tionasl: it's on-site. plentiful, sfcatsra
it is an equally anclart ballding nethod.
This ia u sechralogy | had wansad
t0 esperiment with and this project
offared ma the cppomunity—and the
climnt bl L canpt it il wa wars geing
w0 wark within ber budgut. To mske s
Fuutrnaed asethh SFUCtUrS, ou S8t U 0
12 inch-champs Sarm, 3l it with the locsl
warihy, ant compess it as much &
pansitsl b b satting up the aust 12
imch-daen farm on top af that, ard &
o, Wa nelded] st camsnt 1o th mix

farr wtrn viggdity aned the walls arm mone
or less 20 inches thick, stong enough

B0 auppon o
roaf without eohemms

T 'ym wwan & pictars af this houss and

[T wiork with. Buildurs work-
ing om constnaction stee in Maico
ganerally larn on the job and master
vary specilic tnchnigus. 1 is our duty
to wiogk with 1hass swsting techniues
and make the construction grocess the
warting peint of tha archivectursl pra-
oass The quality often comes from the
busichars” ahilitios, Matariass alsa can ba

dntnrmired by the skills of the svsiabin
labes, what they are wsed 1o working
with, wrel w0 o0

I'va pevar enen photes, by
has been described to me—

tha progesm
aunds
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Was, this was n commission n

Vi i s Trises Wi conirenrin il
Frasnbat of fuseral fomas in That rghon,
Thay had akwady accuired & photof land
In tha city cartor for this naw bulld

g Whan | vesited, | found e plot
contmined cquitn & besutiiul ganden wth
hature eas, aed | dosided 10 ket
thir mtnuchad sx mwch an poesibie

b Wmcies, the Tunarsd e @ very social
[ of This tarrsily srel
i Trienci—and thi is as much, i
i o, soclalizien yoing on as thare
s mourning of the dosd. W leokod
Elanely ot how melsting funoral hemes
nckion and deaemmred that Br novee
i vy g rovided for this social
ativity,

To S trum you ond up having thass
Fraried,

"o Oh not

s This i parrt of i B of the bising
@l | Carys D d fyrant abeoat (L Thv main
1hing s that | stay woived In this sew
mhuse, by holping io selact the peid and
o on. Wi have So scenpt that not mry
N0 3PECINDS CONGreto 36 a Fnkshod
mmturial this way we de, S wes will pae
tha intariars af she Gunding: e’ work-
rag ot ki bt iy,

vi: This. problom i a real intarost of
mina: how diffecant maAnrials ond form
hanew ditternt mosewngs to difernnt
mascple, | aurn you ke B sbary of
Le Cortusiar's nasiy werkars' housing
luneulaprmant Pussss, freen 1905, Fitty
aars latar, & photagraphar documantesd
o campla and found tho ihabrsnis

cCornicors and stairvnts wih peopte you
Fusnirt weat i yuers, Onn of D first
Ehibigga | svaticadd whan | i in Misico
s & cartain a-affieming cultirs sround
chmath,

Ta: Exactly. S0 we designod thage
ing:room tie: specos that ad|oin the
chapal whans the coffin is displeyed
T woeial anchanga happaris tham
T 1ha vialter of vistors cen have s
with the deai

had turned Li “w flag roats irdo
i roats, Hie dsban windows had
e il 3 It Sl el squae
wlebars, i s logijlis 5 latsacis
hasd basin 1l i 10 DIGAL0 B Traaitkonal
silhouatt.

T Yo, | know about IRosa moddfics
1ians at Pessac. b fact, recanthy, in
masarching seothar groioct, we discoy
i [ 1 maiy poepin In Mazka 8
Pt i el signifi o i o,

parmon. Than, from tha chagsl, o dooe
Teads 10 an sncicaod saction of ke
getinn vehars the mourner can ba sk
s matu. You hene T diffurec evts
of ey vailibie 10 e rauiter, wha
can b walt tha Tunsrsl besena dimctly
fram the gardon

T Ware thare amy consinsctian cha
Inngas in this project?

T Wi huih B whals snrmes aminsly
with '

-
Duifldig 'wilh noncress, 2 fad soof on o
house antually ropresonts the Soo of
tha newt story, still unbusi

o Add sy s with rabar sticking
ot ra ety fo smchor tha rect floor's
oolumng. 0's gue charming, like a
symbol of vast potentat “Cne day this
well by m fn-story housel™

U S0 what orgamally symbofiaod grand
ampirbens—Thoss tan sarine plannad
Tt thus B Taihura

i that has @ pinklsh coloe. A2 tha
and, and attar several twsts, wa uncar-
stood that i we wanted the calor o
the agpregate 1o sscw, we neadod 1o
et it o plgreent 1o mskn i sl
Thia g, bl Funaniris Tasguasi,
s fraien o Tor sbwut T yisars
P and seoms 10 fusetion wery wall

n Romms of the separation of spaces |
st cieacribod. But tho ownirs ha
fakd us that visitars keap asking thom
swkusm Thary arm gaing 1o finish Eonstrs-

T fiadesris (s finkshs i Brousa. | wa
spproachad by Fatricia Armandariz who
runa & microfinancing arganization
calied Financism Sustentabln that grns
ke 1o vory smak Esninnssos, Teking
seheantage ol giernmant housng

nondnd i e mxpandsbie, which of
cxniran b enactly why poogle alvigs
kit witey 1131 resnts and o posed rekar

To: WIth Cooa Cols bottkes on (i robe
for pomn Feason. Not sur why

T Thvs wan & fuga challonga. Wi
figrnd nut 3 way— by making imtanor
prtins and dauble. halght apaces—tar 4
s swanar o ikt D s by
building pariitions, &l witout axccd-
Ing i criginal dootgeint of the housa,
containod under the traditicnal pitzhad
ronl, There's even a water tank fiting in
undat tha raal,

T Wit was availabile b tha iy of
materias ot that corsiruction price?
Lats of pratab?

T Ve umed shipping palatine s tvine-
antaily, for |netance, armund the coumred
kenehan uatio. In Mo, nolseg gois
1o wasts sed sworpihing is fousss, so
i actuslly couldn't (ut o hands on
Ussael palaring—wi Bic 40 UY Rk afss.
Things ¥ko doors and windows ware off
tha shotl— Home Depot, achally. Cost
doae et incksde imdramtruchar hookup,
alcalars. W have ¢ orepbetnd e pls
s sk and pural veesiona) and wa
&1 s2ariing ten resw housas, all i San
Cristibal do kae Casaa, Chiapas.

T I'm gatting the sonwe thet your wirk
iy groundad in any spacilic

H, Bl v b laieys his e
i diracty o tha wite and thi reods of
tha client. or user in 8 mesn inuithe end
porsonal way, But ['d Bk 10 know what
bulldings and srcfanct from the pasl,
nipaially e postar perice in Masico,
g Intoresting io you, I'm not falking
shout nfhusncas ham, Baagh inBusnce
In Inmvinutile, bl just whit buliings,
usiggreats, e wn BaLls s you raasly
lova?

T0= Monio Pan wae ore of the grost
whitacts of shat pariod. The nde of
aciistions b ca wilhs Lo vaey

suibsalilies, s wunted 1o of ]
1 paopiu In har financing peogram. If 5
nouse could ba bult for endos §8,000.
than tha govarnmant would subsidice
2,000, Wa did # ot of idurvimes with
putarial e s (e ind o thair

ton, |03 the wrn
Unfortunstaly hoy have decidod to paint
aha buikding,
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PR aced futaned That the
Mo abisakatoly Rad 10 hawd & pilzhed
roef {us It Bookad finishod]} and yot It

hassh financis lenia -
tions waro shways Leiant. Maxico wae
Just desuloping M technology 1o buld
a1 1hs Boan ha wantad o werk 31 snd he
managed 1o axecitn the e v projocis
with o kind of pestry, in inseastu in
Nty studion in Paris and his appice-
tion of ieas i ploknd g than o Tha
Mexioan contast.

by Tatims Boltss

]
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e In him ety pubic housing projects
Prinl wins: ascl 1o chivws ujs propents
wunder budget, unhanrd of in Mesico,

intarior design, and so on, that woukd b
e sl 1 earlan project

Lt talk e
affice b strueiorad. First of il how
many G you?

Toc Thinty.

o Ftirning b my firsd comment
st how your werk springs from fis
conbext and parametan, It domn't ssam
1o b rmcognisabie “signatina® styln
Thars s 0o attempt te dislops some
ki of trackemark aasthatic. irstead i
laok of sach project I detarminod by

o s have finsl say, of uren

vo: OF easraul | Hie b0 ik that we il
do. Anct | make the Fest visit to tha site
1o sketoh out th general conoent.

T Ancthar thing | wastnd b sk you
mhowt i the ol of publlc miations in
vour practice, and in i pratesion

in ganarsd. | ratice you shan's s
Wi, fust & Wl page, s thers

180" & huga amcent aalil on you
onling. It saams that yoa rely on word of

the particsiar wou and
wour fmam are b |

rrals ‘and othem
n , far Instancs the Swies

nos hawing o runl “siour” kind of prac
tice makes it sasier b bring in idoss and
v demsign ecisnn from the whoks
T, Mo 400 yiu smyon pour junior
thusighurs?

Nirm Borzed B e Moursn, which has
vetormd projosts 1o you. §ilke o think
1t this dufcit of P9 and putishad
imagury relitas 1o vour el sttt
whiu? e Recassity for DU arehion
versus architociues on paper. | gat the

Toc | Wik
BpECIc projact. Mam you sver fiannd af
Earinos Toc? This Is a battery that |s hold
four Bmes @ yoar as a fend ralsar for
the imssfiuto Tasnoligion de Moramoy
univarsity, Tha prite ia sy s houss—
wirsenge, | know. And sha houses s
swiays been taribly dusigned. Recontly,
tha lottery's crganizers came 20 rallza
this and docidod to v oonssmpoeEnry
rEhitects. W wern th first 10 ba
Inetind. | put togethar o group from the
aMice in rssarch the mpacinions of
e othery winnars by deslgning a quess.
Hiwrsirn fise wisltoes 1 i moal racnt
modsl house (The fiouse & sciually i,
pooite oan VIILIE than Uis offerad In
tha fottery.

Vi svineved W imagas of
O ey classi Modeen houses=
amvan by Mios: van dat Bobe— in gauge
thsir rapanan, and of couns sverene
Dt anything madur. So we fad 10
wnrk it wisal Ty it Thi least and
thas conceatrstn on issuns ik inrna
carculation, QaRges, gendens, sloaten,
Huxt we had a littha ecenpatition in the
atfics o propose dasigns. From this
Kind oF Braineinem we worksd toward
a final dosign and as wo staried t seo
whal veas gning o ba recuird b bulld
i howse, | gt ogethin the pecple
frinn th office with the srangust skis
Tor this particular profect. In ganeral,
| it i B il gy T Ul
streeyiia—magba someona has skills
In urban planning, of landucaps Geskgn,

et oo

B2 BOoM I

Iiwragieis workc. but at the swme time,
e s B a8 briant crmtie of
spacan—n ueulptor af space, mally. His
built vcatk bs powtic: snd miwarating
wnpsarkanen n parsen, 10 wiks S gh
A utimatsly, 1o ma, tids i what
oounes.

T At tha same tima, the one phots-
frh you b wear 1 yaur singles
vt e I¥ 30 InGredibyy beautind -2
hatsse madn up of modles clustored on
T sl of i enaaty fornetd hilisida
1tk sty anchuetiv; bn gien this kind of
Photo I8 called “the money shot™

T Yes, wo couldn't msist we called in
Tormn s ancd clidd the wheals: thing.

Te3: I this came, the docurmontasion
i ik & transiancing sstwork, Tell ma
Hlous Th Fresas I B gt ng,

T Thars i this developmsat, in e
Iowear part of Coro dal Criquinuite.

Monierrwy, it has been
the

B Important to.

vou s your the usare

wvour ¥ dividud inke.
0 the readers of magazioes o web-

witas. Tha cloud af typa nnd bulshit that
s Contemporny archEElT s

chikdran and grandehiliren of oo tamiy
harve st u ks homas. The i nd was

it rréxtabum el fvem
s tha

divichsd it acasd parcaln arc tha b
% ke et 10

=
FA has a ol i this. and fashion.

Whan F'm lsowiing 1o

hi oy sigs howsa
| dosigned the houts you se in the
photograph for ona of the geandsans. it

*tugents, | somatimas scan the reem
wnd wonder, Which ona will it ba wha
will rundy practice, who wos't jus
Tl s bt Ty s [y sttt

1 gazinnas—vsh will b th ane? &
st amciunt of deskan i not dors 3o &
butiding’s usars but rather far e covor
of & magazing.

To: This rolates hack to my oariler
quastions on postwss Mimican
wrchitesture Fys sheys theught of
Buseramaien 4s (s firad of B awily
M- 2irivan ArChects, i Samesns
who was really designing for
pubiication m eclaborution with his
photograghar Salss Portugal. He was.
known 10 photogragh his bubdings mid
wansirution and make madifcations
tnwacd £ howe Bry appearad in print
Han wons livieg prood that dusigning foe
e hitecrG mgazines can creats 4
naroor—he becams the most famous
Mhislcien architiet alibsadd

TO: You oo b critical of that aspect of

o han with sxpesod
gonorete finlshes, and the plan is made
ups o n warma it intarincking pentsgan-
shsped oame. Thas clinnd b wantnd
# hostses all g o el Bt Ui ool
harve pocuired & hisge smount of axcos-
el Wil hat b g the sihe.
Instaad, | gradually managed 1o con-
vincs them % Tollow the ceotours of the
sitn, the howsu sing up T 8 bedroam
wing e a sort of keaksat ak one sod

T 11 desaka llen mmlabodc architecturn

|Bibas wincos ar aha sound of fastan-
Ao rmrsog K]

Tu: In fact, wa're working on & socond
housa for anether heir not far from s
Ane. 5ixby-pight hausns ane pannod, are
In canmnscsion, ar haye Been complated
e, oy Ercith Pt el tirraticn sl
mchiteets. Hurzog & oe Maurce, and
Tacae Anda, b dane houses thare 100

T Incrodibla. This Samily has created
an important pieca of architoctural

TANGASE

aatrimisey: 6 king of mini-Gdes
Wasghners So ones again, i this houss
Yo 10 workisg with & differant
vocabulary of fomms rlior

T 18 A sk, i Lw i 1 50 Bl
fase, il acireiistor 5 this pents,

1ol a

projscts we looknd at. fnd again, going
ack 10 my st commant, thase farms
s matorinds don't seem in any way
predsinmmined: it's e if thay havo baon
nvmntnd, totaily fresh, bor this speciiic
raject. . Spesking of Herpag i da
Mo, § mansermbier you taliig ma vou
B0 Dolatsor i) with tham on & projct
n Franco.

T Vs, oy ware iwited 1o ormw up
the phan for an ares on the |stand that
maks up the city con e af Lyan and

i nctuaalty 4 e Fsating pent of Do
vivars. This seun is known as tee Lo
Canflusnca.” Tra first block & novw

Raich o, and will lsunch e first phase
of @ larges urtsan project. Herteg & do
Msuron proposad s, and the chani—
the: oity of Lyon - oskid us to 0o theos
twiidings. This is & public-private soliab-
aration wiih 8 devulaper in tha. midcis.
s i) sl sl sl et Bt
th city eswns S Larse sl is making the
auidalines. The demographic mix wis
Ll vt I ooy B il Pssniets st
Pl Wi wera givon commissican for
s prabilko Mousine Bulidinga and ong

traie sarty last waak hasding south
of Lyan—tha truin seama 1o travarse

2 Fuge shapping mal, fhon the Goop

H mussIm Comes into yiew,
hut o wige of tha nmw bulldings you're
disiping,

T Mot k. e ate braaking groaed tia

‘ooming yoar.

T6: What wene the main challanges in
this praject? i might be internsting i
axamine hix oo in mans det

i 11w ke & Totrks gzt O thi
ona hand we had @ st of stasdaed ciry
ytave for Bocess, e aits, HIDOLS...
gumGrsl st s, Naxt we

had o vary sirict sat of

b Nk ol Many of thisa rules
cantridlctod aach ot 1t was & hugs
chtlangs

T Wrs soma of the city guidalines
related 1o appearamca; 1o blanding in
with tha msisting wrisan fahric?

T Tvwie internst v that e e
il bk gued Lgathar s & greg,
s it arw many ks partaining

o thl appearancs. Thasa balldings
should relate 1o the o city batter than
thes pravious buibdings That want up in
tho arss Thora wore some rulus tor fin:
Isbes, bt thee archincis wons slso parsy
chasen Becamn they would producs
seruthing hammonios, The ndes wers
alaar v ot thea pregsontion of selid
surfecas o ghiss, the use of nansnl
matsrias over artificial onos..

10: Thase rnlas also relal

guidalinps, aleo-from s oity, relatad
I mnarny saving, consumgtion, and
parformance, For them, this faf in to
e i e T
dune. Aftar that thara wirns B devel-
opars durmancls; b is always focosed
o W B R A, iesally, o
hadd th guidolines Trom 1ha muster
plannars, whes ware more Tocusoed on

63 ARCHITECTURE — TATIANA BILRAD

sustsmatilty.

T Yo, And thirg ats much mars rigor-
utin b Frnce taan anyvehars s we
eres Werkad, W v navar Esers Laesed
with 50 marw rules and gidodnes. And
Tirsally, i1 1o 1 ol Ehises contiasting
sl conEIRGiCHng s, we e 1
build remaining true & our cwn idoss.
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W wanind n that

™

il fans 1 i
Jamt sk o fhese oy probiems in o
machanical win fwhic s wit o ek
g usualky iegpety|

T3 50 fet's haar s0ma of tha itess you
managed in e i the Tafrs purte

i osa o the

of the warld. In Ewspa, werkng on
i prgela s e s restrned

Aseiliecten Irisen M Uiy, For il
projects, the maserial of cholse was
GANSTU, 98 Thate wanen my ofer

Bl st o
Iemobad. In Moo '8 t eppostie:
Iesthisg s o papat, and Misgs aron't

The
ot s o mala i In F008

Y W Fropeasd making ak e
sparirmmsts spl-bovel, oo aniee o
moel-brwel vl e g wp or down. the
et el ik T s spubeses
Tram the peivats oos. This is & B lha &
secton you Aind In Marlo Pants hosting
complases.

7 You ke Tl I Panl's cencamin
o buekding on Paseo de s Baloema
i Mk City, Thare' s o szee in iy

sl ey ana phan Tail some ke In

e MoA shovw an Latin Amvescan
a; " mchibactum npasing the sprog in
Mesico Hiw otk

T o s agn | was appreachid
Iy Do Bty of Tossrinm for e state
of Jaksca. Thay wers il asted o

i o et bt s, e 1 o
ik 01y 1 s 035, bt |
“ealta [ practice. ['va own invted o
T

makm (13 yeareomnd toeres desting.

g wathier than 2yt veed mckitvely
thexing Holy Wiook. We walked the rouis
o the pigrimage, mnar Guadalajirn, and

poeary Lasin Amarican archimcts, The
Idaa b i inciass S Garer stafe ol
sechitecture in Latin Amarica. In gen-
weal, | thonk o' 2 good moman to ba

& coupa, dhaercad aed Bing in o
sechion of an sparimesnd in hak belld-
from 4mch offe aftr

Tt the W minted
i el

D § bt B 45 s 0 Tt

o i
walking this rasa, by, ler lastance,

ing,
& dhspruta. Exiting e mitl-leves, one
walks up and the

slong ek lamitkas.
ecetnra. 1 was alsa mporan Bt o

This ghved.
yousg architects a 1ot of spparkmnities
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